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Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 


I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  1969* 


1 . GMERAL  STATISTICS 


Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  Mid 

Year  Population 

7,950 

Axea.  in  Acres 

3,312 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 

2,540 

Rateable  Value 

£256,020 

Product  of  Penny  Rate 

£1 ,057 

Comparability  Factors 

Births 

1.15 

Deaths 

0.40 

Vital 

Statistics 

Births 

Number  of  Live  Births.  1969 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

75 

68 

143 

Illegitimate 

3 

5 

8 

Total 

78 

73 

151 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

population 

19 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 

population 

16.3 

England  and  Yv'ales 

Comparable  Birth  Rate 

21 .9 

Two  stillbirths  were  recorded. 

one  male  and  one 

female,  giving  a still 

birth  rate  of  seven  per  1 ,000  total 

live  and  stillbirths. 

Deaths 

Number  of 

Registered  Deaths 

. 1969 

Male 

Female 

Total 

95 

99 

198 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Death  Rate  - England  and  Wales 
Comparable  Death  Rate 

24.9 

11.9 
10.0 

deaths  occurred  v/ithin  the  first  year 

of  life. 

Two 

occurred  within 

the  first  month  of  life.  The  Infant  Moifelity  Rato  was  33  per  1 ,000  live 
births. 


The  Distribution  of  Deaths  bv  Atye,  Sex  and  Cause 


CAUSE Sex  0 - 14  - 24  - 34  - 44  - S4  - 64  - 74  7^  TOTAL 


Heart  M 

Disease  F 


3 4 8 11 

1 5 20 


26 

26 


Cerehro 

Vascular 

Disease 


13  5 9 

16  8 15 


Cancer 

Respiratory 

Disease 

Accident 


M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 


1 

1 


2 


1 4 5 

3 5 

1 4 12 

2 

1 - 2 


2 

5 

5 

15 

1 

5 


12 

13 

22 

17 

5 

10 


Other  M 1 

Causes  F 3 


2 2 10  9 25 
1-6  8 18 


TOTilL 


M 2 1 2 1 7 15  38  33  99 

F 4 - 1 1 2 5 26  61  99 


II  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospital  Services 

Modifications  to  the  East  Cornivall  Hospital  are  in  progress  and  the 
improved  facilities  for  out-patients  will  be  most  welcome.  With  the  high 
proportions  of  births  taking  place  in  hospital  (135  of  153  births)  an  ante- 
natal clinic  in  the  hospital  would  be  much  appreciated  by  those  patients  who 
may  now  travel  to  St.  Austell  or  Truro  for  some  of  their  ante-natal  supervis- 
ion. 

Steady  progress  on  the  improvement  of  wards  in  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital 
has  continued.  A ma^or  capital  project  for  the  modernisation  of  Foster  Block 
is  proposed  for  1971 • The  hospitals  in  Truro  (Treliske  and  City)  provide 
in-patient  facilities  for  the  major  specialist  services.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  directed  by  Dr.  Barrow  provides  bacteriological  services  for  the 
Borough. 

County  Council  Services 


Ambulance  Service  - The  radio  controlled  ambulancesbased  on  the  Main  Station 
in  Bodmin  provide  an  adequate  service,  for  emergency  and  routine  transport 
to  hospital. 

Home  Nursing,  Health  Visiting  and  Midwifery  Ser^rice  - The  attachment  scheme 
of  nurses  to  general  practiioes  was  made  a permanent  arrangement  diving  1969* 
Each  practice  now  has  it's  now  nursing/health  visiting  service. 


Infant  Welfare  - The  services  of  the  Centre  held  in  Narisa  Hall  for  developmental 
assessment,  advice  and  routine  immunisation  continued  to  he  available  to 
parents  of  children  under  five  years  of  age. 

Vaccination  and  Imi:iunisation  - Protective  inoculations  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus,  smallpox,  poliomyelitis  and  measels  were  available 
from  family  doctors  or  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  B.C.G.  vaccination  against 
tuberculosis  was  conducted  in  Secondary  schools  or  at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  the 
East  Cornwall  Hospital.  The  proportion  of  children  accepted  was  higher  with 
the  exception  of  smallpox.  Yellow  Fever  vaccination  was  available  at  the 
Truro  Health  ;\rea  Office  by  appointment. 

Home  Help  Service  - Domestic  help  was  provided  on  a means  basis  for  the 
elderly  and  sick.  The  Organiser  for  the  Borough  is  based  in  St.  Austell. 

Screeniriig:  Clinics  - For  the  early  detection  of  ceiTvical  and  breast  cancer  were 
held  monthly  in  Wadebridge  and  occasionally  at  St.  Lavncence’s  Hospital. 

School  Health  Service  - All  infant  school  entrants  received  a full  physical 
examination  during  the  year.  Selective  pupils  were  examined  in  all  other 
schools.  The  vision  of  every  child  was  examined  during  the  year.  The 
standard  of  physical  fitness  was  considered  to  be  good,  there  being  few 
exceptions,  and  no  evidence  of  malnutrition. 

In  my  opinion  the  provision  of  school  milk  is  no  longer  necessary  on 
such  a lavish  scale.  School  meals  were  adequately  provided. 

Dental  and  ophthalmic  clinics  and  speech  therapy  continued'  to  be 
available  at  Haris  a Hall. 

Voluntary  Agencies  - With  the  generous  support  of  the  Borough  Council, Family 
Planning  clinics  are  held  in  the  Harrison  Clinic  of  St.  Lawrence’s  Hospital. 

Meals  on  'iVheels  are  provided  by  the  W.H.V.S. 

Pre-school  Play  Groups  are  also  available. 

Ill  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 


Water  Supplies 

The  following  information  is  provided  by  Mr.  Worraker,  Chief  Engineer 
to  the  North  and  Mid  Cornwall  Water  Board. 

General 


Early  in  19^9  the  Board  engaged  three  additional  engineering  staff  for 
the  purpose  of  designing  capital  works  projects.  The  office  accommodation  in 
Victoria  Square  was  extended  by  1 ,340  square  feet  at  a cost  of  £5,000. 


Sources 


The  Borough  was  supplied  v/ith  fully  treated  water  from  the  De  Lank 
works  during  the  whole  of  the  year.  No  break-downs  of  any  significance 
were  experienced  at  the  works  and  complaints  of  dirty  v/ater  in  the 
distribution  mains  have  been  virtually  eliminated.  The  average  daily 
supply  to  the  Borough  was  540 >000  gallons.  Regular  sampling  from  the 
distribution  system  showed  that  a high  standard  of  bacteriological  purity 
was  maintained.  Fifty  two  samples  were  submitted  to  the  laboratory,  four 
of  which  showed  evidence  of  minor  contamination. 

Ma.jor  Works 

Construction  of  the  nev/  12”  trunk  main  from  Key  Bridge  to  Raoe  Course 
reservoir  continued.  By  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  3,300  yards  of 
12”  pipes  had  been  laid  at  a cost  of  £30,000.  The  main  will  be  completed 
in  1970  and  will  replace  the  8”  main  laid  in  1895  which  will  be  used  for 
distribution.  A new  12”  main  390  yards  in  length  was  laid  from  the  Beacon 
reservoir  at  a cost  of  £3,900  to  reduce  the  severe  pressure  fluctuations 
which  were  occurring  from  the  lower  parts  of  the  town. 

Distribution  Works 

Mains  were  extended  to  serve  housing  and  industrial  development  in 
the  following  areas s- 


Dunmere 
Celia  Heights 
3t.  Mary’s  Road 


Barn  Lane 
Midway  Road 
V/alker  Lines 
Atheist an  Estate 


In  addition  to  the  above,  a number  of  mains  were  renewed  with  pipes 
of  larger  diameter  the  communication  pipes  being  renewed  as  necessary. 

Sev/erage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  three  sewage  works  continued  to  serve  the  town.  The  oldest,  at 
Dragon  Pitts  continued  to  be  over-loaded.  Purfber  investigation  into  the 
sewage  disposal  problems  of  the  town  continued  throughout  the  year.  The 
new  trunk  sewer  to  ScarMts  Well  has  not  yet  been  laid.  Sludge  drying 
continued  to  present  a difficult  problem  at  Scarletts  Well  and  Westheath 
works.  Most  of  the  sludge  had  to  be  removed  by  tanker. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  refuse  collection  and  disposal  systems  continued  to  operate  with 
tipping  at  the  Scarletts  Well  pit.  Complaints  v/ere  received  from  near-by 
houses  of  the  large  number  of  flies  coming  from  the  tip.  Tipping  has  now 
been  transferred  to  Conce  Moor  in  conjunction  with  neighbouring  Authorities. 


Rodent  Control 


Routine  inspection  of  both  a^^ricultural  and  non-agricult\iral  premises 
totalled  1 ,608  and  61  complaints  were  investi^'ated.  There  were  62  minor 
infestations  of  rats  and  one  minor  infestation  of  mioo  in  non- agricultural 
premises.  In  agricultural  premises  there  v/ere  nine  infestations  of  rats  and  two 
of  mice.  Treatment  with  V/arfarin  was  carried  out  in  all  cases. 

Caravan  Sites  - Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

The  residential  site  at  Dunmere  with  19  permanent  caravans  vias  well 
maintained.  Five  licences  for  individual  sites  and  one  for  four  caravans 
were  issued.  There  was  one  contravention  towards  the  end  of  the  year  when 
caravans  were  kept  on  an  unlicenced  site. 

Swimming  Pool 

The  pool  was  recommissioned  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  following  the 
completion  and  improvements.  The  pool  was  extensively  used  by  schools,  clubs 
and  the  general  public.  Water  clarity  continued  to  be  a problem  but  this  was 
improved  by  the  use  of  diatomaceous  earth  on  the  surface  of  one  of  the  sand 
filters.  Daily  records  of  temperatures,  chlorine  and  Ph.  levels  were  kept. 
Changing  rooms  were  washed  three  times  daily,  and  footbaths  similarly 
changed.  No  serious  outbreaks  of  plantar  v/arts  or  athletes  foot  were  reported. 

Public  Health  Inspections 


Summary  of  Visits 


Meat  Inspection  453 
Housing  35 
Food  Establishments  2^6 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  193 
Others  50 


1 ,027 


IV  FOOD  MD  DRUGS 

There  v/ere  seven  registered  premises  for  the  distribution  of  milk  in 
1969 j 59  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  food. 
Ice  cream  v/as  retailed  from  20  registered  premises,  all  of  which  maintained 
a satisfactory  standard.  Ice  cream  was  manufactured  at  one  establishment 
from  a cold  pre-mix,  which  exempts  the  heat  treatment  requirements  under  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations. 


Condemned  Food 


The  following  items  were  surrendered  voluntarily? - 

213  tins  of  various  food  stiiffs. 

2025  packs  of  frozen  food  stuffs. 

28  Ihs.  of  fish. 

12,382  lbs.  of  poultry. 

1171'  lbs.  of  meat. 

489  pies. 

31  packs  of  sausages. 

21  lbs.  of  assorted  fimiit  and  vetetables. 


Slaughter  of  Poultry 

One  poultry  slaughter  factory  v;as  in  operation  during  the  year. 
Inspection  of  carcases  was  made  on  a random  basis.  During  the  last 
part  of  the  year  an  extensive  swabbing  programme  was  carried  out  to 
establish  the  incidence  of  Salmonella  infections  in  poultry.  The 
incidence  in  the  Bodmin  factory  was  neglible,  producing  three  positive 
results  in  450  swabs  (0.66^). 


Slaughter  of  ihiimals  and  Meat  Inspection 


The  two  licensed  slaughter  houses  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily. 
All  carcases  including  those  slaughtered  at  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital 
were  inspected.  The  analysis  of  inspections  was  as  follov/ss- 

Sheep  & 

Cattle  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 

362  11  689  621 

362  11  689  621 

All  diseases  except 
Cysticercosis  and  Tuberculosis 


Number  Killed 
Number  Inspected 


Whole  carcases  condemned  1 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned 

Tuberculosis 

\i7hole  carcase  condemned 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned 

Cysticerosis 

\Wiole  carcase  condemned 


5 3 

34  18 

6 


Carcase  of  which  some  part 
was  condemned 


6 


1 


V FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 


During  the  year  industrial  development  of  the  town  continued.  Thirty 
two  inspections  of  premises  were  made.  Minor  deficiencies  were  remedied 
informally,  one  item  was  referred  to  H.  M.  Inspector  of  Factories  as  directed. 


Summary  of  Inspections 


Premises 

(1) 

Number  on 
Register 
(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Nimber  of 
\7ritten 
Notices  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections,  1,  2,  3,  4>  & 6 
are  to  he  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

(ii)  Fa,ctories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

43 

- 

- 

(iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Locad  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

TOTidL 

48 

- 

- 

- 

Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
found 

lumber  of 
oases  in 
which, 
prosecut- 
ions were 
instituted 
(6) 

Pound 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector  (4) 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector  ( 5) 

Nant  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Over-crowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(3.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Partdjoulars 

(1) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 
, found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conveniences 

( a)  Insuf f icient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

3 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-Y/ork). 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

Outworkers 

One  person  was  registered  as  a Outworker  making  wearing  apparel. 
No  defects  were  reported  in  the  conditions  of  work. 

VI  HOUSING 


Slum  Clearance 

Tv/o  Closing  Orders  were  placed  on  houses  andschcduLeu  of  work  were 
accepted  to  make  the  properties  habitable. 

Housing  Development 

(a)  Council  - On  Kinsman  Estate  152  dwellings  and  at  Plamank  Park,  69  were 
completed.  Tenders  were  accepted  and  approved  for  1 50  dwellings  at  the  rear 
of  Higher  Bore  Street.  Future  development  includes  18  acres  to  the  North  of 
Berrycombe  Road  and  the  planning  of  the  first  stage  of  I50  dwellings  for 
1970/71  is  in  hand.  These  schemes  are  part  of  the  planned  growth  of  the  town 
allied  to  the  industrial  development  and  the  agreement  with  the  Greater  London 
Council . 


1 


(b)  Private  - Ninety- two  houses  were  built  and  95  were  under  construction  during 
the  year.  Planning  approval  v;as  given  for  a further  120  on  various  sites. 

The  Coimcil’s  policy  for  providing  sites  for  private  development  continued, 
43  new  sites  being  made  available  at  Athelstan  Park. 

Grants 


Four  Standard  Grants  were  approved  during  the  year. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  v/ithin  the  Borough. 


VII'  PREVENTION  MB  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases,  1969 


Dysentery  5 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis  2 
Non  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  2 
Measles  3 


There  were  no  out-breaks  of  notifiable  disease  during  the  year,  the  cases 
of  dysentery  occurred  sporadically  over  the  period  in  St.  Lawrence's  Hospital. 

As  previously  stated,  protective  inoculations  continued  at  a high  rate 
with  the  exception  of  smallpox  vaccination.  Heaf  testing  and  B.C.G. 
vaccination  of  secondary  school  entrants  v;as  well  accepted,  and  the  visits  of 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  each  fortnight  to  the  Priory  Car  Park  continued. 

No  special  incidence  of  pulmonary  disease  was  reported. 

In  conculsion,  may  I thanlc  the  Members  of  the  Council  and  Staff  for  their 
continued  help,  in  particular  Mr.  V/ebb  and  Mr.  Morris  for  information  provided 
in  the  report. 


I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant. 


JOHN  REED 
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